December 21, 2007

TO:  All Members, ERVA

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

You may or may not know that several club directors, members and non-members have served a summons and complaint against the members of the Executive Board, April Stark, Barb Twohig, and my wife, who is not a member, nor has ever been a member of USAV, and Ron Farley, who agreed to chair the election committee this past year.

We intend to address the issues in the complaint at the proper time and in the proper manner.

We have contacted the D&O insurance agent and company, have spoken with the attorney who we consulted earlier in the year, and have sent a Notice of Appearance for all defendants named to Mr. Dodge.

We are also advised that some plaintiffs did not wish to be named, nor knew about their names being included in the summons and complaint.  These individuals will need to identify themselves, and one or two have to date.

The summons and complaint are drafted on the pleadings of Mr. Ray Dodge, Attorney.  Mr. Dodge’s signature does not appear on any documents.  The only plaintiff who signed the summons and complaint is Crystal Clark, your Club Director Representative to the Board.  We know from past correspondence that many of you do not agree with Crystal, and have indicated to the Region and Executive Board your support, and we thank you.  I do not believe Crystal is a licensed attorney, but it appears from the complaint that she has drafted the same.

We have sent a Notice of Appearance in for all defendants while the D&O insurance carrier contacts a designated attorney.  Presumably it will be the same attorney who contacted us in the spring.  Meanwhile, we have forwarded emails, attempted phone contacts, and sent letters and Notice of Appearance to Mr. Dodge, who as of 12/20/07 had yet to respond to me or Mr. Farley, who as you may know, is an attorney.  Moreover, Mr. Dodge’s phone log is reported full and will not accept calls or messages.  He did not respond to our writings, and his email address continually returned emails.

A copy of the correspondence and Notice of Appearance has been sent to Crystal from my office.

As of 12/20/07 there was no evidence that the summons and complaint was filed, and we have requested it be done within the next 14 days.

It is my hope that we can continue to do business as usual.  Being named as a defendant while being the Office Manager for the ERVA is very disconcerting to April.  However, we do need to move forward.  April will be instructed to continue doing her job, but will not be discussing the subject of the lawsuit with anyone.

Hopefully, we will be able to resolve the issues at some point.

Your Executive Board will continue to serve and assure that our day-to-day business for our young players is not affected.

May your Christmas be bright, and may we not forget the reason of Christmas!

Jon Lee

Commissioner

ERVA

